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Dear Friends of SJAA
Our annual Newsletter enables us to thank all our donors for their generosity in 2015. By means of reports and the photos we hope to be able to give you some idea of what you have achieved and how you have transformed the lives of ordinary people and children in Africa. 
St Joseph’s African Aid is a small charity but that enables us to ensure that our projects are properly implemented and in that way your donations are well spent.

A Web Site www.sjaa.org.uk
[image: C:\Users\Owner\Downloads\Website Cover (2).jpg]A Newsletter is limited to 4 or 8 pages devoted chiefly to news about projects. We have recently established a web site so that we can provide our friends and supporters with a wide range of information about SJAA. Our aim is that it will give you all the information that you want about SJAA.
The Web Site is divided in to several sections.
About us: Information on SJAA and its Trustees.
Projects: Information about projects and educational support.
Newletters: The Newsletters from 2013 to 2015 can be accessed via the web site.
Support us: Details on how you can support SJAA.                             Web Site. The Home Page.

Contact us: SJAA would like to hear from our friends and supporters. Through our web site you are able to ask questions and also let us know how we can improve our support for Africa etc.
Please read our web site and encourage others to do so.

What have we achieved together in 2015?

Water for the village of Mbaldak
It is difficult for most of us to fully understand what life is like when water is seasonal and in short supply. The provision of water for the household is a daily task for the woman in the villages of the North Cameroon.
Following on from our success last year in providing clean water for a village in the North Cameroon, SJAA decided to respond to the request for a similar village well and pump in the village of Mbaldak. 
Last year’s Newsletter told the story of the water well and pump at Mboko. The women of Mbaldak are also filled with joy as the provision of clean water close to their village means an end to the daily search for water. Once again the provision of clean water will improve the health of their babies and children.
[image: C:\Desktop\FOR SJAA NEWSLETTER\MBALDAK\P1110738.JPG]Providing water for a village in the North Cameroon is made easier by the fact that there are firms who specialise in the provision of wells and pumps. They provide precise information on the cost of a project. They make sure there is a reserve of underground water before arriving with their drilling machine. Once the bore hole has been made and water is located the firm installs a pump.
Fr. Roger Beya who instigates these projects always sends SJAA photos which tell a story. Here we see that the drill has arrived. 
[image: C:\Desktop\FOR SJAA NEWSLETTER\MBALDAK\P1110783.JPG]
The women of the village are intensely interested in the project which will transform their everyday lives. In this photo the women stay watching until late at night. A few hundred yards behind them we can see the houses in the village. No longer will they have to travel sometimes long distances in search of water. 


                                                                                           Water wells up from the bore hole
[image: C:\Desktop\FOR SJAA NEWSLETTER\MBALDAK\P1110737.JPG][image: C:\Desktop\FOR SJAA NEWSLETTER\MBALDAK\P1110946.JPG]

A standard pump is installed.  Instructions
are provided for its
maintenance. Notice 
the shadow of the 
photographer.
Fr. Roger C.J.
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The women arrive with their buckets and are filled with water from the pump.
Some need more water than others.
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An Education Centre for women in Douvangar
Last year’s Newsletter mentioned an unfinished project. The education centre for women in Douvangar had fallen into total disrepair. SJAA agreed to refurbish the centre and provide it with desks and toilets.  The project is now completed.
This project is closely connected with the provision of water wells. Once the women in the villages have access to fresh water close to their homes they have more time to devote to other activities and education is one of them. It is important where possible to link projects together so as to improve lives as widely possible.
[image: C:\Desktop\FOR SJAA NEWSLETTER\WOMENS CENTRE DOUVANGAR\Womens Centre New3.JPG][image: C:\Desktop\FOR SJAA NEWSLETTER\WOMENS CENTRE DOUVANGAR\Womens Centre Old 1.JPG]
The old and the new.
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New desks and chairs.                                      The women waiting to enter the new building
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Transport

The North Cameroon.
SJAA have sent money to Douvangar in the north Cameroon for the purchase of a vehicle to provide transport for goods and people. It is another project which links up women in the villages with the education centre in Douvangar. 
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Fr. Roger with the new vehicule.                       Parents loading food for their children away       
                                                                                 at boarding school. 

D.R. Congo: The Kasai. Motorbikes
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The roads in Kasi are in a very poor state especially in the area where SJAA is at work.
It is extremely difficult to travel by land rover or pick-up trucks.
The best way of getting around the villages is by motor bike.

SJAA have provided money for the purchase of these 6 new motorbikes which will make it easier to visit the local villages in the Kasai and help the development of local communities.
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Education

From its very beginning in 2001 SJAA’s educational support has concentrated on improving a limited number of schools situated mainly in the Western Kasai of the R.D. Congo. The aim has been to improve the facilities in 9 schools situated in 3 educational complexes; one in Ilebo (4 schools), one in Domiongo (3 schools) and a third in Bulongo (2 schools. These 8 schools educate over 2,000 boys and girls
[image: ]

This is a map of the administrative district of Mweka which is also the Roman Catholic diocese of Mweka. Ilebo, Domiongo and Bulongo are clearly marked on the map.  

Rather than scatter meagre resources over a large number of schools, SJAA aims to continue year by year making make a real difference to these 8 schools.

There are still many children who desperately seek an education in a proper school. A great deal of our support for schools is very mundane and far from spectacular. Class rooms have to be built. Desks are needed. Roofs need to be repaired. There is still a great deal to be done in the schools supported by SJAA.


Re-roofing a Primary School in Ilebo
[image: C:\Desktop\FOR SJAA NEWSLETTER\NEW CLASSROOM ROOF ILEBO\New Roof Ilebo 3.jpg]
These classrooms are used by 2 primary schools. One school uses the classrooms in the morning and a second school in the afternoon.
The old roof had deteriorated to such an extent that the rain came in during the rainy season. SJAA has financed the replacement of the old roof.

New classrooms.
In last year’s Newsletter we printed photographs of work in progress in the building of 3 new classrooms for the Lycée Sainte Marie in Ilebo. The Lycée Sainte Marie is a dressmaking school. The professional formation of girls and young women is very important for the development of the country. SJAA supports two dressmaking schools in the Kasai.

The block of 3 additional classrooms for the dressmaking school is now completed and fully equipped with desks. It is important to make sure that all new roofs have a coating of anti-rust paint. 

[image: C:\Desktop\FOR SJAA NEWSLETTER\NEW CLASSROOMS ILEBO\New Classrooms Ilebo 2.jpg][image: C:\Desktop\FOR SJAA NEWSLETTER\NEW CLASSROOMS ILEBO\AntiRust2.JPG]

    The new building with 3 classrooms                             A coating of anti-rust paint	


Materials and equipment for dress making schools

As well as providing class rooms, desks and sewing machines for dressmaking schools, SJAA has been able to start sending out materials and sewing equipment to the Lycée Sainte in Ilebo  and the Institut Sainte Marie in Domiongo.

Donations of materials and equipment have been collected and boxed up. 


[image: C:\Desktop\FOR SJAA NEWSLETTER\MATERIALS\DSC_0168.JPG][image: C:\Desktop\FOR SJAA NEWSLETTER\MATERIALS\DSCN0087.JPG]

Collected and loaded up in England                                                    Unloaded in Belgium
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The first consignment of materials arrvives in Kinshasa; The next stop is the Kasai.
Collège St Etienne. Kinshasa

SJAA has an interest in St Etienne’s College in Kinshasa. In the past we have been able to secure funds for a science laboratory. During 2015 SJAA funded less exciting projects such as new desks for the Primary school. The repair of a roof and the class room ceilings under the roof. Emptying out a sceptic tank. Renewing the electrical installations.
These projects are essential to ensure children are educated in a favourable environment.
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Work on the roof                                                        A ceiling to be repaired
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    New desks purchased                                      Pupils trying out the new desks
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Another essential maintenance
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                                  Electrical fittings renewed


The College at night

The power to make a difference

The headlines in our Newspapers often discourage us with seemingly unending depressing news. Most of us someimes  feel powerless in the face of poverty in our world.

The aim of SJAA is to empower our friends and donors to make a difference to the lives of ordinary men women and children in some poor parts of Africa. We are a small charity but as you will see in this newsletter we aim to be an effective one. 

It is our hope that this Newsletter together with our Web Site will encourage our donors  to realise that they have in fact improved the quality of life for many people. SJAA is powerless to do anything without the support of our donors. 

Thank you for all your support. We owe everything to you.

Planning ahead.

SJAA has ambitious plans for the next few years.

In the near future we hope to build a boarding house for girls attending one of the 3 schools in Domiongo. This will enable girls from more remote villages to get an education.

We hope to refurbish and re-equip the woodwork shop in Bulongo.

In 2009 the Chairman of SJAA visited the Primary schools in Ilebo. Ever since then SJAA have dreamed of improving the educational experience of the children attending the two primary schools who use the classrooms you can see in the photo below. 
If you look carefully at the photo you can see that because of shortage of funds six of these class rooms have been built with mud bricks. 

These mud brick class rooms have no desks. The children sit on the floor or else they bring their own stools and chairs to school every day. Something must be done!
[image: C:\Desktop\3o juin. Ilebo\2009 Ilebo EPrimaire 03.JPG][image: C:\Desktop\3o juin. Ilebo\DSCF0002.JPG]
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WE HOPE YOU HAVE ENJOYED READING THIS NEWSLETTER

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR DONORS AND CONGRATULATIONS ON ALL YOU HAVE ACHIEVED
        

PLEASE CONTINUE TO HELP US IN 2016
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Les femmes assises devant le centre et
attendent entrer dans la nouvelle sale.
‘Souvent,elle e retrouvent en dessous.
‘d'un arbre pour apprendre.
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Les parents ont apporté un peu de
vivres pour leurs enfants en
sformation a Mouda.
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¥Moi-méme Pére Roger dans une trés grande joie
e vous remercie de tout coeur pour ce don si
Egenéreux. Avec toute notre bénédiction.
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