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St Joseph's African Aid 



NEWSLETTER 
   August 2009

Introduction
Welcome to our annual Newsletter. In this year’s newsletter, with the help of photos taken during a visit by SJAA in January of this year, we would like to take you on a journey through the districts of Mweka and Ilebo in the Province of the Western Kasai in the D.R. Congo.  S.J.A.A is very active in this area especially in the field of education. 

Thank you to all our donors
Thank you to all our donors over the last year.  Many people are experiencing some financial difficulties at the present time. This inevitably means that our income has declined a little in recent months. This means that SJAA are more determined than ever to make sure that your money is well spent on properly researched projects. 

Thanks to your generosity we have been able to finance a number of important projects and a number are still in the pipeline.

Visit to the Congo January/February 2009 
At the beginning of the year Robert Hamilton, Chairman of the Trustees of SJAA visited the D.R. Congo and went into the Kasai to see at first hand what progress was being made. It was an opportunity to visit three important centres where SJAA is financing a number of projects.

Bulongo has a primary school, St Joseph’s College, a woodwork school and a medical centre. It is also an important mission.

Domiongo has a primary school and three secondary schools. It is also an important mission.

Ilebo was once an important port and the terminus for the Lubumbashi – Ilebo railway line. There are a number of schools, primary and secondary supported by SJAA. The mission is a very large one.

These visits are very important for a number of reasons:
1. They are a source of encouragement to the local people who are able to discuss face to face what their needs are.
2. They are an important means of seeing what has been done and what the difficulties are in completing projects.
3. They offer an opportunity for SJAA, together with the local authorities to plan for the future and offer a coherent plan of development.

The map below will give some idea of the distances between the various places visited. Although the distances seem small because the state of the only existing road makes traveling between towns and villages very difficult and very slow.
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The road that links Kakenge, Mweka, Bulongo Domiongo Ilebo is in a very bad state of repair. The land cruiser was frequently obliged to stop so that the ravines could be filled in and this made progress very slow.
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Stuck in a ravine somewhere between Domiongo and Ilebo



Women in the Kasai.
The women of the Kasai play an important role in ensuring progress in terms of education and social development. They work hard to feed and educate their children. Most of them grow crops (Maize, Ground Nuts, Manioc, Bananas etc.) in their fields to provide their families with food and raise money to pay school fees. Very often, as in many parts of the world, the women are the back bone of the local parish or mission.
The 2 photos below were taken in the Mission at Domiongo. In the 1st picture Fr. Prosper Bena is photographed with some of the women of mission who are attending a formation session. In the 2nd photo he stands alongside the organizing committee.
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Educating women and girls.

Thanks to the efforts of a number of SJAA donors we have been able to send a considerable number of “Singer” sewing machines to the Congo and into the Kasai. These machines have enabled us not only to open another Dressmaking school but also enable us to plan the setting up social centres where the women of the village can meet and use the sewing machines. SJAA has agreed to fund the new dress making school situated in Domiongo to ensure that it is properly equipped.
The girls who attend the school not only receive an academic formation but are also able to learn a trade which will offer them the possibility of supporting themselves financially in years to come.

The photos below show the girls on their way to class carrying their machines on their heads and then hard at work on their machines in the class room.
                 



[image: ]


















[image: ]


















Boarding schools for girls.

Girls living in remote villages need boarding accommodation. This is an important challenge for SJAA. The boarding provision for girls in the schools at Bulongo and Domiongo is of a very low standard. SJAA hopes to get together with the local head teachers and plan acceptable boarding accommodation for girls.

        Girls’ toilet in the bush
                                                                                                   Girls sleeping accommodation.
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The promotion of the education of girls is seen as a priority for SJAA. We need all the help we can get to ensure a decent education for the girls especially in the Kasai.

Anyone for football?

In June 2008 the pupils of St George’s College presented SJAA with 50 footballs. The footballs arrived in the Kasai at the time of our visit and were distributed to schools and groups of young people wherever we went.
Football is a very popular sport with boys and girls alike.
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Receiving the footballs           A match at Domiongo in bare feet             Watching in the rain


The medical centre in Bulongo
[image: ]
                                                                                                 


[image: ]


Two years ago SJAA financed the transformation of this building into a Medical centre. Health is as important as education for the local population. 


Medical supplies

There is little point in having a medical centre unless you have the medical supplies to go with it. Medical supplies are not easily obtainable in the rural areas. SJAA have provided money to enable the medical centre to purchase essential medicines which are carefully stored and locked away until needed.
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Stocks of medical supplies purchased by SJAA.










Schools


The exam results were very good both in the Kasai and in the capital Kinshasa.
This year, 2009, all our pupils passed the state exams at the end of the secondary education.


College St Etienne. Kinshasa

College St Etienne opened its doors for the 1st time in 2003. SJAA helped finance the purchase of the 1st building. This year the 1st cohort of pupils who entered the secondary school sat the State exams. The results in Kinshasa were published last month.
Every pupil in the Literary section; the Biology/Chemistry section and the Commercial section passed. There was however disappointment when only 2 pupils passed in the maths/Physics section.

Photos of St Etienne.
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      In the play ground                                                                         On the balcony
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In the class room.


The campus at St Etienne is not yet complete. There is a desperate need for more class rooms. This is a challenge which will have to be met in the near future.
There is also a great demand for a boarding section. Pupils living in the city find it hard to settle down and study at home. Many parents want their children to board.








St George’s College. Senior and Junior School
S.J.A.A. has received tremendous support from St George’s College, Senior and Junior Schools. The College administration, the Senior Management Team, the Staff, pupils and parents are closely involved with the development and welfare of our schools in the Congo.
Below are just two examples of the many ways the College supports the work of SJAA. 

[image: ]                                                 Marathon man.
Mr Oliver Barrat teaches at St George’s College Junior School. After seeing photos and film of the work of SJAA in the schools in the Congo he decided to do something to help. Oliver is a keen runner and so he entered the 2009 London Marathon. He asked the pupils, parents and teachers of St George’s College Junior School to sponsor him and received a lot of support.
During a school assembly Oliver handed over to the Chairman of SJAA a cheque for £2160.60
Well done Oliver and thank you to all those who supported him.



Oliver Barrat presents a cheque to 
       SJAA  for  £2160.60
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Every little helps.

The library staff from St George’s College library passed on to SJAA a cheque for £26 which represents the money raised in library fines.

No donation is too small. Money goes along way in the Congo. £26 will go along towards paying a year’s school fees for a child.


Postage stamps.
Our appeal for used stamps has met with some success. These used stamps can be sold and the money raised used in the Congo.


      The library staff at St George’s

St Joseph's African Aid 
131 Horton Road Staines Middlesex TW196AF 
Tel/Fax: 01784 490154 
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