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Dear Friends of SJAA.
This annual Newsletter provides SJAA with the opportunity of thanking all our donors for their generosity and explaining how together we have been able to make a difference to the lives of small groups of men and women in Africa over the last year.

What have we achieved in 2014?
Your support has enabled us to complete successfully several small but life enhancing projects.

Two mills for the North Cameroon. 
[image: ]
Last year’s Newsletter contained this photo of women waiting in the shade for their turn to enter the mill to get their millet and sorghum milled into flour. These women are the lucky ones. Many other villages do not have a mill and the women often have to walk miles to get to a mill.

SJAA has financed the purchase and installation of 2 mills. One in the village of Marlay and the other in the village of Kelkey

The mills were purchased in the town of Maroua.
[image: ]
This is a photo of a recently purchased mill being put on to the lorry under the supervision of Fr. Floribert C.J.  

Fr. Floribert is the Josephite Parish Priest of the Mission of Dourum in the North Cameroon. There are many villages such as Marlay and Kelkey in his widespread mission where the people lack facilities that we take for granted.

[image: ][image: ]Here we see that the mill has been installed and a miller hired. The women arrive with the sacks of millet and sorghum to test out the new mill. Fr. Floribert watches on to see that everything is as it should be. 
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Here is the English translation of a thank you letter addressed to Fr. Robert Hamilton by one of the women of the village of Marlay.

Douroum. 30.03.2014.
Dear Father
In the name of the village of Marlay and the Jéricho centre, may I thank you very much for financing, through our Priest, Fr.Floribert, the project for a Mill for our cereal crops.
In fact it is 7 years now that the women of the locality have suffered for want of a mill, especially during the rainy season when we have had to travel up to 15 kilometres to get to a mill for our cereals, sometimes risking our lives when crossing small rivers.
That is why today not just the women but also their husbands are greatly supported. It is a great sign of progress for our village.
We have just set up an organising committee for this mill and we are convinced that all will go well.
Madame AISSATOU Madaleine.
Representative of the women
of the village of Marlay, Jéricho.



A water pump for the village of Mboko in the Mission of Douroum in the North Cameroun.

[image: P1030309]The women in the villages of North Cameroon often have to travel long distances to find water for their families. They suffer from a lack of fresh water. During the long dry season the rivers and streams dry up and they have to dig small wells in the dry river beds (moyos) to find dirty water which is hardly suitable for drinking and cooking. It is especially dangerous for their babies.

[image: P1110049 - Copie (1)]This is a photo of men and women in a dry river bed digging for water. The men have come with pumps in order to get water for their onion fields.

Wherever there is water to be found there are long queues even at night.

The women of the villages spend many hours getting water.



SJAA responded to a request from Fr. Roger CJ, Parish Priest of the Mission of Douvangar for a water pump for the village of Mboko.

Looking for water.
The project begins with a water diviner looking for reservoirs of water underground.
[image: P1110069 (1)][image: P1110064]
    The water diviner begins his work.                                         He is soon joined by other villagers. 

The aim is to find reservoirs of water underground fairly close to the village so that the women do not have to travel long distances carrying several gallons of water.




[image: P1110071]


Once underground water has been detected it is time to summon the drilling company to see if there really is water under the soil and to see what sort of quality it is and how much there is of it. 





      Underground water is detected.


The drill arrives.
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The drill arrives and is positioned over the area where they hope to find water. A large crowd has gathered anxiously awaiting the result of the drilling. Will they find water?

The women dance for joy.
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Water is found. The women start to dance for joy. They have already come with their buckets hoping to fill them with water the moment it gushes to the surface.
The next step is the installation of a pump.



The pump is installed.
[image: P1110335]


The women are largely responsible for providing the sand and gravel needed for building the concrete base for the pump and the wall around it. 

It is the women who will supervise the use of their pump and ensure it is not vandalised and kept in working order.


[image: P1110346]
Clean water at last.
The women enter the pumping area one by one or two by two.  The other women wait in line.
[image: P1110340]









[image: P1110343]

The subterranean water is pure and drinkable.
This will improve the health of the villagers 
and the health of the babies.
When not in use the pump it is locked.
Excess water is provided for the animals.


An ideal project.
This project is a good example of how SJAA is able to make a difference to the lives of women living in a remote part of Africa. This is only possible with team work. Fr. Roger Beya presented SJAA with a clear and detailed project. The Trustees, after examining the project carefully, agreed to finance the project. This was only possible thanks to the financial support of our donors. Fr. Roger then set to work to bring the project to a successful conclusion.  He also provided photos of the different stages of the realisation of the project.
 
On behalf of the women of Mboko. Thank you to all our donors.


A training Centre in Koulou Moutou. Gabon.

Last year a training centre for girls was opened in the Mission of Koula Moutou with the help of some second hand sewing machines. SJAA agreed to support this centre by financing the purchase of 25 new “Singer” sewing machines.
SJAA are waiting to see how this training centre progresses before deciding how to support the Centre in 2015.
[image: centre de couture josephite 006][image: centre de couture josephite 004]











Sr. Monique hard at work in the training centre.


Management of SJAA

SJAA is a small charity. Your donations enable us to make grants amounting to around £40,000 a year. While this is a small sum of money when compared with the grants made by national charities, it is our belief we are able to make a real difference to the everyday lives of the people we help.
 
SJAA is managed by a small group of trustees who give of their time freely. The task of the Trustees is to ensure that your money is well spent. That is why they scrutinise projects carefully to ensure that they are viable and meet the needs of the people. Without excluding large projects, in general our preference is for small ones which can be more easily managed and successfully implemented.


We are aware that these are difficult times and we are more the ever grateful to all our donors for their continued generosity, support and confidence in us.

[image: IMG_0221]Education. 












Education remains a priority for SJAA. Last year we made the usual annual grants to 7 schools in the Kasai as well as supplementing teachers’ salaries.

In our efforts to support and improve the education of children in the Province of the Western Kasai of the D.R. Congo, we are especially grateful to the governors, staff, pupils and parents of St George’s College, Weybridge; for their generosity.  St Mary’s Preparatory School, Rydes Hill continues to provide bursaries for girls in the Western Kasai.

Desks for Ilebo (D.R. Congo)

As always there is a need for school desks as the number of school children increases.
SJAA sent money for the manufacture of 120 desks for Ilebo.
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             120 desks were made providing 30 desks for 4 classrooms.	
[image: 014]











 




2 Projects not yet completed.

An Education Centre for women in Douvangar.
With the success of the project for a water pump for Mboko in the Mission of Douvangar, the Trustees were encouraged to finance another project this time in Douvangar itself.  The building which housed a training centre for women was in a serious state of disrepair. The makeshift roof had been blown away in a storm.
The Centre offers women the opportunity to learn to read and write as well as providing help and teaching on a wide range of domestic subjects. The aim of the centre is to improve the standard of living for women in a part of the world where they have a low status.  
[image: ]
[image: P1110380]
  
 The centre minus a roof                                                  Preparation for a new roof.                                      

New classrooms for the Lycée Ste Marie in Ilebo.

The Lycée Ste Marie is a dress making school for girls in Ilebo. Lack of class rooms means they have to attend school in the heat of the afternoon.
SJAA is financing a new building containing 3 class rooms which will solve the problem.

[image: 20141217_084455][image: 20150109_101232]
The new class room building is going up day by day.



Thank you to all our donors 
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